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County Counsel July 25, 2012

TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparati

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Rosa Ro.ias v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Cqurt Case No. B~ 47S 357

TELEPHONE

(213) 974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213)229-9924

TDD

(213).633-0901

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.

PAW:rfm

Attachments

HOA.900538.1



Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Rosa Rojas v. County of Los An eles, Los Angeles Superior
Court Case No. BC 475 357, in the amount of $250,000 plus assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien, if any, and waiver of the County's hospital bill in the estimated
amount of $9,660 and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to
implement this settlement from the Department of Health Services' budget.

This medical malpractice lawsuit arises from treatment received by a patient
while hospitalized at LAC+USC Medical Center.

HOA.900538.1 `



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATIQN QN PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITiGATIC~N

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPQSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

GC7UNTY GOUNSEL ATTQRNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAIf] ATTURN~Y FEES, TQ DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.887679. i

Rosa Rojas v. County of
L.os Angeles

BC 475357

l.as Angeles Superior Court
Central pistrict

December 15, 2011

Department of Health Services

$250,QQ0, plus assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien if any, and waiver of
the hospital bill ~n the estimated
amount of $9,66Q.

L~vik Yarian, Esq.
Yarian & Patatanyan, LLP

Narbeh Ba~dasarian
Senior Qeputy Gaunty Counsel

Rasa Rojas underwent a biopsy at
IAC~-USC Medical Genter. Dui
to a contamination of the
pathology slides, an incorrect
diagnosis was made.

Bayed on such diagnosis, the
pa#ient underwent an unnecessary
surgery.

Rosa Rajas brought a medical
malpractice.lawsuit against the
bounty of Los Angeles alleging
that the diagnosis in hsr case was
done negligently which led to an
unnecessary surgery.

$247



~ Case Mame; Rojas, Rasa # 3716 
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The intent of this form is to assist departments in writing a corrective actio
n plan summary for attachment

ta•thE seEt(ement documents developed far the Board of Supervisa~s 
and/or the County of Los Mgeles

Glaims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the 
ciaimsAawsuiks' identified ~aot causes

and carrective ackions (status, time frame, and responsible party).
 't"~is summary dues not replace the

Corceeiive Action Plan form. if there is a question related to confi~ent(aI1tY, please cortsuit

County Counsel

poke of incident/~rrenk Ju(y 19, 2011

Briefly provide a description .Rasa Elena Rotas underwent a biopsy~at LAC+USG Medico! Cenker.

of the inGdenUeven~
Due fo contamination of the pathology slides, an incorrect diagnosis was

made. used vri such diagnosis, the patient underwent an

unnecessary surgery.. Rosa Elena Rojas brought a medical malpractice

lawsuit against the County of Los Angeles alleging that the diagnosis in

her case was done negligently which led to her unnecessary surgery.

1. Briefly describe the root causes) of the c(aim/lawsuit:

Unnecessary surgery resulting from inaccurate biopsy results.

2. Briefly describe recommended cor~eGtive actions:
(tnduda each correcfrva action, due date, respona~ble pa►ty, and any disaplinary adiona 

if epprop~iate}

• A survey of DHS faali~es~was candud~d to det~tmine khe processes for handli
ng biopsy

spe~d►r~ns. ~11t ~,f the t~HS fadli~es r~po~ted they da not re-us~ opened, but unused specimen

a~ntaihecs .
• Improved processes for handling biopsy spQCimens were evaluated by #►use DHS fadliaes that

manage patliotagy specimens. These improved processes were shaped with the ~
ONS Chief

Medical Officer in May of 2012 and are in the process of being implemented. 
,

3. State if the cotrectnre adios are app{icabte to only your department or other
 County dspartme~ts:

(If unsure, please contad the Chief ~cecutiva Offica Risk ManagatrwnE for 
ass'tstanoe)_

Q Potentially has Ccwnty-wide implications.

❑ Rotentially has an implication fa other departments (i.e., a1! human services, al
l safety

departments, or one ar more ptf~s~ departments).

X Does not appear to have County-wide of other department implications.



GoUnty of Las Angeles
Summary Corrective Action P(an

Name: (R(sk Management Coordinator)

Signatu~: G~~~~~^' " Date•

Name: (DeparUnent Head}

Signakur~: Date:

...~ ........ .. .. .. .~ ~'1 Z .... ..

Chlsf Executive (3ffice Rlsk Management

Name:

Signature: 
Cv~/ .~ ( (~---
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